
Grooming – Misc  

• Reminder to weigh your dog each week to ensure that they are not gaining excess weight.  

 Keep a log of how much they weigh so you can easily see any change.  

 If you cannot easily feel the last rib on their rib cage that means they are too fat.  Cut 

back the food and increase their exercise so they begin losing about ½ pound per week.  

 Remember, it is harmful to a dog’s overall health when they are overweight.  

• Brush your dog’s coat several times each week or daily.  This is also a fun way to bond with your 

dog.  As the weather warms up, they are likely to shed more of their winter coat.  

• Nails should be inspected every week and trimmed as needed.  Remember it is much easier to 

cut just a small tip off the end of each nail weekly rather than wait for 2-3 weeks when the nails 

need a major trimming.  It’s also important that your dog is comfortable having their paws 

touched and can remain still and calm while you cut their nails.  If not, practice with a partner 

who holds a peanut butter Kong for the dog to lick while the other person works on the nails.  

You can also break this down over several days and just cut a few nails each day until they 

become more comfortable.  Be sure to treat the dog after a successful nail trim.  

• Dental hygiene is also an important part of a dog’s health so please brush their teeth weekly.  

• Ears only need a cleaning with the ear solution when they become infected.  However, 

periodically wiping out the ears with a clean, dry cloth or makeup pad is fine.  

Grooming – Coat Care 

• When the weather warms up, dogs will shed more. During this time, it is important to 

brush your dog daily if you are not already doing so. 

• A Furminator brush works well to remove the undercoat on Labs and Goldens.  Use it on 

areas where the fur is thick like around the neck, rear end, and tail.  You can brush the 

dog all over with it but do so gently to ensure the prongs on the brush don’t cut or hurt 

the dog. 

 Always angle the FURminator and brush from head to tail including your dog's 

stomach in the same direction the fur is growing. 

 Don't brush your dog's fur from tail to head or bottom to top. Pulling against the 

grain can hurt your dog. 

 Use long gentle strokes. You want to use even strokes with slow motion to 

remove as much fur you as you can while being as gentle as possible. 

 Don't apply a lot of pressure against your dog's skin using the FURminator as you 

may scratch your dog. It is also important not to spend too much time on one 

area as you may cause irritation on the skin. 

 Be gentle and go over areas more than once without being excessive to remove 

as much undercoat as you can. 
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