
Default Guide Dog Position
Key Foundation Skill         Stationary / In Motion

with Michele Pouliot



Guide Dog Position (Stationing)

✓ Paws and body face the line of travel 
✓ Body does not angle across front of handler
✓ Body does not angle away from handler
✓ Position maintained in forged guiding position (ahead of handler)
✓ Position maintained during reward anticipation / delivery



Guide Dog Position (Station)
Challenging Behavior

➢ Dog enjoys food rewards from handler which 
prompts dog to move towards reward stash



This is an IMPORTANT Skill

A Strong Foundation Prevents Many Problems



Guide Dog Stationing Position
An Important Skill

Handler’s Hips Face Line of Travel

Dog’s Retains Position:
❑ with handler next to dog’s hip
❑ during excitement over reward





Clicker Training Guide Dog Position 
via Raised Platforms

Step 1:
a. Platform Helps Created Desired Behavior
b. Handler at dogs' shoulder / Hips square
c. Reward delivered strategically (location supports straight body)
d. Gain repetitions for “Feet Still”



Clicker Training Guide Dog Position 
via Raised Platforms

Step 2:  Same Criteria: Feet remain still
Handler moves progressively back to dogs' hip
Reward delivered strategically to support straight body
Gain Repetitions



Introducing Raised Platforms

Start with Large Platform (Easy 4 Paw Mount)
Gain repetitions

Progress to Narrow Position 
Platform

4 paws on mount
Feet still
Gain repetitions 



Platform Training Guide Dog Position



Training Guide Dog Position via Platforms
Session #1



Session 2
Raising Criteria / Assume Position from Motion



Problem Solving - Rear Moves Away from Handler
Strategic Delivery Controls Position

A. Delivery “Head Away” from handler to gain desired response
B. Progress to “Straight Head” delivery



Problem Solving Extreme Rear Moves Away from Handler



Problem Solving - Extreme Rear Moves Away from Handler



Problem Solving - Extreme Rear Moves Away from Handler



Default Working Position
Key Foundation Skill


